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A Study of Clairvoyance 


Part | 


BY JOCELYN PIERSON 


Men in the fields of physical and biological science are 
finally beginning to admit that there are definite and impor- 
tant problems in the psychic realm that should be attacked 
with purposeful intelligence. A marked change in their 
attitude has been noted in the last year or two. This change 
is due, alas, less to the brilliant work done by psychic re- 
searchers, than to a realization of the inadequacy of present 
materialistic theories to account for little understood phases 
of life. 

Scientists and intelligent laymen have long contended that 
no significant progress is likely to be made until the mode 
of attacking the problem approximates that of the estab- 
lished sciences. Dr. Rhine, whose experiments at Duke 
University have recently received so much attention, has 
come closer to an adequate mathematical method of tabu- 
lation, than any other man working with extra-sensory 
material. But Dr. Rhine’s method is only practical for 
conditioned experimental clairvoyance. The work in thought 
transference and clairvoyance that has been carried on with 
the Rhine cards is limited to the five symbols reproduced upon 
them; symbols that are already known to the recipient. It 
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is therefore possible to make an exact statement of the ac- 
curacy or error resulting. With clairvoyance which is partly 
spontaneous, such as that studied in the pages that follow, 
no such exact statement can be made. The term “partly 
spontaneous” is employed because objects were used to cre- 
ate contact with the subjects of the readings, and the results 
were obtained at a series of sittings held regularly for the 
purpose. “Spontaneous” without qualification indicates the 
kind of clairvoyance received without warning at any time 
or place, either as a strong impression or a sudden vision. 
In discussing the means of tabulating such phenomena, the 
following studies are classed as spontaneous in contra- 
distinction to the Rhine Conditioned Clairvoyance. 

The method of Mr. Pratt, as set forth in a recent Bulletin 
of the Boston Society for Psychic Research, in evaluating 
material similar to that used in the following studies, is to 
classify a whole reading into divisions of right and wrong 
and take a percentage. The object of the following studies, 
although they do not lay claim to Mr. Pratt’s precision, is 
to show the inadequacy of this method for the purposes of 
scientific tabulation. It is not my intention to depreciate 
Mr. Pratt’s analysis, but only to appeal to those of the 
JouURNAL’s readers who have more than average ingenuity 
to put their minds on this problem and discover some new 
way in which to prepare such clairvoyant material for a 
fairer criticism. 

It will be shown in the following pages that the relative 
importance of the sensitive’s impressions makes a compari- 
son by percentages utterly false. The sensitive may hit 
upon the most important undercurrents of a person’s life, 
and yet by a series of relatively unimportant errors he may 
pull his score of accuracy down to almost nothing. 

This article would perhaps more properly have been 
called, A Study of Psychometry, because objects were 
used to establish a line of contact between medium and 
subject. But as the objects, themselves, were usually not 
named, and no attempt was made to trace their histories, 
clairvoyance seems a more descriptive term. 
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The sensitive in question is a very gifted lady whose only 
reward for her patience and kindness in devoting the time 
necessary for these studies, is the gratitude of her fellow 
workers and the knowledge that she has added a little more 
to what is already known of this extraordinary faculty. 
The writer wishes to take this opportunity to thank her very 
cordially. 

The impressions received from each object are chiefly 
connected with their owners. The objects were collected by 
the participants. Some of them were personal possessions 
and some were borrowed from friends. Since the readings 
are of a personal nature and closely connected with the par- 
ticipants in the experiment, it is obviously impossible to give 
their names and they will be designated in the record by 
arbitrary initials. In one case the reading was so nearly 
correct throughout that a few phrases have had to be 
changed to prevent identification. However, the score re- 
mains the same. All names and original records are kept on 
file at Hyslop House and may be seen upon application. 

Beside Mrs. L, the sensitive, her secretary and myself, 
there were present three gentlemen; a physicist, Dr. C. B. E., 
a Trustee of the Society, Mr. S. E., and a European visitor 
to this country, Mr. A. W. The sensitive’s daughter and 
a friend joined the group once or twice. Those present at 
each meeting are enumerated in the record. 

Several schemes were tried to vary the conditions and if 
possible to rule out mind reading and telepathy. The circum- 
stances are given in full in the record. It is sufficient to 
say here that the articles used for contact remained sealed 
in identical envelopes while in the presence of the medium 
throughout the experiments. In only two instances were 
the owners of the objects well known to the medium and in 
both cases the readings were total failures. The personal 
objects contributed by Dr. C. B. E. and myself drew no 
recognizable material though they were presented at each 
meeting. Mr. A. W., on the other hand, had a fair amount 
of success with all three of his contributions. Among all 
the sitters he would be the most difficult to find out any- 
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thing about in the normal way, as he was only making a 
brief visit to the country and has few acquaintances here. 

A large number of the readings were failures and yet 
there is some good scoring, far beyond the possibilities of 
guesswork, in those that were successful. If all the correct 
statements were compared to all the errors the medium’s 
average would not be very high, yet in a number of in- 
stances, points were brought out that could not possibly 
have been known to the medium through normal channels 
and which were quite startling in their significance. The 
record is particularly interesting because the conditions 
were made so difficult, and in all but the last sitting there 
was some real success. This last sitting was full of confu- 
sion: people walking in and out of the room and talking in 
whispers. The results are very poor and not a fair example 
of the medium’s powers and are not reported in this article. 
However, had the medium been giving reign to her imagi- 
nation only, there is no reason why she should not have had 
as many lucky hits in this sitting as in the former ones. And 
had she been obtaining information by other than super- 
normal channels, it would seem as if this last sitting should 
have been the best one. The same objects were used as in 
the previous sitting and more time had elapsed in which a 
collection of such information could have been made. How- 
ever, just the opposite was the case. 

Please keep in mind while reading the record the pur- 
pose of the article: to show the inadequacy of such mathe- 
matical calculation in evaluating spontaneous clairvoyance. 


Psychometry Test with Mrs. L., December 28, 1936 


Those present were: Mrs. L., her secretary, her daughter 
Miss L., Mr. A. W., Dr. C. B. E., Mr. K. a friend of 
Mrs. L.’s, and the writer. | 


The objects were collected by me from among my friends. 
By special request I received them already sealed so that I 
did not know their contents and was not sure that they were 
the personal possessions of the friends who gave them to 
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me. They were sealed in identical white envelopes marked 
1, 2, 3, and 4. Mr. A. W. added a fifth envelope to these, 
a personal belonging, wrapped by himself in plain paper 
and sealed with a signet ring impression. This packet 
marked No. 5 was dissimilar in shape from the others, and 
in this sitting no attempt was made to conceal the identity 
of this package from the sitters. It is possible therefore 
that mind-reading played some part in the reading for No. 5. 

_In the readings below, all statements made by Mrs. L. 
concerning each object are listed, unless a special note to the 
contrary is appended. Statements of a general nature that 
would be likely to be applicable to a number of persons, are 
marked G. and count 1 point if correct. Statements of a 
specific nature that are likely to be applicable to the subject 
of the reading only, are marked S. and count 2 points if 
correct. Specific statements that are correct in part and 
about which the sensitive appeared to be hesitant, are 
marked 4 and count 1 point. 


Object No.1. (On later inspection this object proved to be 
a bracelet belonging to Mrs. M. It had been given her by 
Mr. M. on the anniversary of their marriage about fifteen 
years ago and had the initials of both Mr. and Mrs. M. and 
the date of the gift inscribed inside. ) 


This object is connected with a 
man who is dead. He may not be 
dead but if he is not, he has suf- 
fered from a long illness. 


He died at the age of 63 or 65. 
He had two operations. 


One five years before his death. 


He had something the matter with 
his kidneys. 


He had a long suspended hit and 
miss illness neither ill nor well. 


He had jaundice. 


Mr. M. who gave the ob- 
ject to Mrs. M. is not 
dead but has suffered 
from a long illness. % (S.) 1 


His present age is 64. % (S.) 1 


Correct. (S.) 2 
The last one five years . 

ago. (S.) 1 
Correct. (S.) 2 
Correct. (S.) 2 


Wrong. 


(S.) 


| 
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And indigestion. 


His death was sudden from a 
stroke. 


His birthday was in July. 


He had been dead for six or sev- 
en years. 


The most painful and unhappy 
part of his life was between 1901 
and 1922. 


He has had much bad health. 
Difficulties. 
Reverses. 


The kind of time that made the 
close relationship connected with 
this object very difficult. 


This man is clear minded, pre- 
cise. 


He had a technical mind. 
Science. 

He was reserved. 

He had a tendency to write. 
He never had much money. 

He was a bad business man. 
There was difficulty about money. 
He was not very happy at home. 
Sensitive. 


Not able to give expression to his 
thoughts. 


I think there was a German 
grandmother. 


The names Franklyn and Louise. 


Correct. 


(S.) 
He has had a stroke. 1% (S.) 


Correct. 


(S.) 


Wrong. (S.) 


Impossible to determine. 
(Not counted.) 


Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (G.) 
Correct. (G.) 


Correct. Really two state- 
ments. The close relation- 
ship connected with the 
object is inferred. The 
difficulty due to reverses 
is especially applicable. (S.) 


Correct. (G.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Wrong. (G.) 
Wrong. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (G.) 


Along certain lines. % (S.) 
Wrong. 


Wrong. 


(S.) 
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They passed out before he did. 


A signet ring is connected with 
this. 


The initials W.E.H. 


The person who submitted this is 
a woman. 


She is alert. 
Sensitive. 


She does not deviate from her 
purpose. 


She has a predisposition to deli- 
cacy of digestion. 


She had a sister who passed out. 
Her name was Emma or Emily. 
Her death was not recent. 


There was a strong link between 
them in childhood. 


The object has been near a pic- 
ture in a box or drawer in which 
were old pictures connected with 
this sister. 


She is worried about someone 
named Robert or Roberts who 
flies. 


There is the loss of a child con- 
nected with this lady. 


The loss of a brother. 


The loss of a sister. 


The loss of a father. 


In the above record there are 47 statements. 


[135 
Wrong. 
A signet ring might have 
significance in the rela- 
tionship of these two. (S.) 1 
Unrecognized. (S.) 
Correct. (3) 2 
Correct. (G} . 3 
Correct. (G.) 1 
Correct. (G.) 1 
Correct. (S.) 2 
Wrong. (S.) 
Wrong. (S.) 
Wrong. (S.) 


Mrs. M. has a sister liv- 
ing with whom she had 
an exceptionally strong 
link in childhood. % (S.) 1 


Wrong. As far as Mrs. 
M. knows the bracelet 
has been in a sewing bas- 
ket for a long time. (S.) 


Wrong. (S.) 


Correct. She lost a child. (S.) 2 


Correct. She has lost two 


brothers. 2 
Wrong. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 2 


One of these is not: 


counted. There are 38 specific statements and 8 general statements. 


|) 
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The perfect score would be 84. The sensitive’s score is 52, or 61.9 
percent correct. 


May I now again point out the inaccuracy of this method 
of evaluation? In marking this reading with the assistance 
of Mrs. M. I have taken scrupulous pains to be as exact 
as it is possible to be with this type of material. I have 
avoided trying to find some round-about explanation for a 
fact not obviously applicable. For example, Mr. and Mrs. 
M. know two Louises living and one dead. But no particu- 
lar connection could be found with any of these ladies and 
the object in question. Louise is therefore marked as un- 
recognized. 61.9 percent is a good score but it does not in- 
dicate the really startling excellence of the first part of the 
reading. For example, the following facts peculiar to the 
owner of this object were enumerated: 

The object belongs to a woman. It is closely connected 
with a man who has a technical mind; who is in fact a 
scientist; and who has suffered from kidney trouble and a 
stroke. This man has had years of ill health and money 
reverses. He is about 63 years of age and his birthday is 
in July. A close relationship between this man and the 
owner of the object is indicated. The owner has a predis- 
position to delicacy in digestion and has lost a child. 

Do these indications fit the average person male or fe- 
male, young or old, who might have been the owner of the 
object concealed in a plain white envelope; an object, the 
owner of which, and nature of which, was unknown to any- 
one present at the time of the reading? 


Object No. 2. (Mr. A. W.’s envelope containing an empty 
note case with his initials on it, and the initials of a deceased 
uncle taken off an old note case of his for sentiment’s sake. 
The second initials are mentioned because it is possible that 
some of the sensitive’s impressions were associated with the 
first owner of these initials. ) 


This is a bank book. It was in reality a case 
for paper money. % (S.) 1 


é 
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Something to do with securities 
or figures. 


It contains papers and a letter. 


It belongs to someone not in 
good health. 


There is a tendency to inflamma- 
tion in the shoulder due to a 
deeper seated trouble. 


The gall bladder. 


His business has been held up by 
recurring ill health. 


He has excellent business pros- 
pects in spite of the fact that 
such has been far from the case 
up till now. 


His sister is also in bad health 
from acute nervousness. 


He is contemplating a change of 
dwelling and climate. 


Logic tells him to wait and intui- 
tion tells him to go ahead. 
He is wondering if he really 
ought to make this change. 


The change would be advanta- 
geous from every aspect; health, 
activities and pursuits. 

A woman connected with him 
suffers very much. 


[137 
(S.) 1 


Partly correct. % 


Wrong. It was empty. (S.) 


Wrong (as far as he 
knows Mr. A. W. is in 
excellent health). (S.) 


Mr. A. W. has suffered 
recently from a rheumatic 
pain in the lower part of 
his back. The cause is un- 
known though he asso- 
ciates it with a severe 
case of lumbago contract- 
ed in the trenches during 


the war. (S.) 1 
Unknown (not counted). 
Wrong. (S.) 


Two statements ; one pro- 
phetic and one wrong. 
Business has not been 
particularly bad for Mr. 


A. W. of late. (S.) 
Wrong. Mr. A. W.’s sis- 
ter is very well. (S.) 


Correct. Mr. A. W. is 
considering returning to 
the tropics to live. (S.) 


Partly correct. % (S.) 1 


Correct. Mr. A. W. has 
found it difficult to make 
a decision in regard to 
this step. (S.) 2 
Prophetic. (not counted), 


Correct. His wife has 
been very ill with a ner- 
vous breakdown. (S.) 2 
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She has something like secon- 
dary anaemia. 


I think he is divorced. 


This woman might be his wife. 


He has a sentimental concern for 
someone or some people at a dis- 
tance. 


Perhaps in the Northwest. 


I see that he no longer lives with 
his family. 

He is a very charming person. 
He is comprehensive in a nice 
way. 


He is not a person to be advised 
by as he has difficulty in making 
up his mind. 


He had a very fine father. 


He was a New England type. 


He might have been a German. 
No, I think there is no German 
blood. It is Scotch. 


His mother’s name was Helen. 


His father died when he was 
about eighty-two. 


He had a clear skin. 
Had lost his hair. 


He looked a little like Sir Oliver 
Lodge. 


Correct. She has suffered 
for a long time from an 
anaemic condition. 


(S.) 
Not divorced but legal- 
ly separated. 


Correct. 


(S.) 
(S.) 
Correct. Mr. A. W.’s 
wife and family are in 
Europe. He is much con- 
cerned about them. 


(S.) 
The true direction from 


N. Y. would be north- 
east. 


(S.) 
(S.) 


Correct. 


Correct. 


(G.) 


Too indefinite. (not counted). 


Mr. A. W. does not feel 
this is characteristic. 
(not counted). 


Mr. A. W. does not 
agree. (S.) 


Mr. A. W.’s father was a 
northern European, but 
in looks not unlike the 
New England type. % (S.) 


Mr. A. W.’s father had 
both Dutch and Scotch 
blood. 


Wrong. 


Wrong. Mr. A. W.’s fa- 

ther was 73 when he died.(S.) 
(G.) 
(G.) 
(S.) 


(S.) 
(S.) 


Correct. 
Wrong. 
Wrong. 
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He was tall and well built. Correct. (G.) 1 
Stanley, Michael or Mitchell. Wrong. (S.) 


He had a sister Mary who passed Wrong. (S.) 
out at the age of nine or ten. 


He is a sentimental gentleman. Correct. (G.) 1 


In this reading we have 34 statements. 3 are not counted, 26 are 
specific and 5 are general. The perfect score is 57. The medium’s 


score is 28. The medium’s percent of accuracy is approximately 
49.1. 


The beginning of this reading was poor and pulled down 
the score. Yet the following important points were brought 
out: Mr. A. W.’s unhappy family situation, his separation 
from them; his wife’s ill health due to anaemia, and his 
contemplated change of residence. The sensitive had never 
before seen Mr. A. W. and it is most unlikely she would 
know or have any means of finding out anything about him. 
He has never been interested before in psychic gifts and has 
never been associated with a psychic society or group of 
people pursuing such research. He is a European and was 
on a brief visit to this country where he knows very few 
people. Mrs. L. did not know that any of the packets pre- 
sented to her had any connection with Mr. A. W. 


Object No. 3. (This envelope contained a very small letter 
written to Mrs. G. by her daughter but pretending to be 
written by Mrs. G.’s grandchild, then only a few weeks old. 
The child later died, causing great sorrow to Mrs. G. and 
she has a great sentimental attachment for this little letter. 
I received the envelope already sealed from Mrs. G. so I 
did not know before the reading what it contained. I knew 
a good deal of Mrs. G.’s character but as I was not able to 
tell the order in which the envelopes were placed in Mrs. L.’s 
hands, I did not know when Mrs. G.’s envelope was pre- 
sented for impressions. One or two points, the strained 
ankle and Mrs. G.’s relationship to her mother and sister 
were completely unknown to me. Mrs. G. has no interest 
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in psychic matters, has never attended a séance, and has 
never seen or heard of the sensitive, Mrs. L. 


This is a sentimental thing. It is 
just like lavender and old lace. 


This belongs to a most sentimen- 
tal woman. 


Her mind runs like this. God is 
good. The Lord will provide. 
You must not make up your 
mind because you never know. 


She is no judge. 


She has been brought up on max- 
ims. 


She is very warm hearted and 
generous. 


She is very nice. 


She never believes the worst of 
anybody. 


She has a great deal of courage. 
She is able to meet difficulties. 


She is hoping God will provide 
for a meeting with someone... . 


His name is Arthur. 


She also hopes to meet her sister. 


In May. 


The character of the ob- 
ject described above bears 
out this statement. 


Correct. It is almost the 
first impression one re- 
ceives about Mrs. G on 
making her acquaintance. (S.) 2 


These statements are hard 
to score but Mrs. G. says 
they are correct. 


(S.) 2 


(G.) 1 


Indefinite statement. She 
is a poor judge of some 
things, and an excellent 
judge of others. (not counted.) 


Mrs. G. says this is true. (S.) 2 
(G.) 


(G.) 
(G.) 


(G.) 
(G.) 


Correct. 

Mrs. G. has been anxious 
to remarry for ten years 
but until this year diffi- 
culties, financial and oth- 
erwise, have made it quite 


impossible. (S.) 


(S.) 
(S.) 


Wrong. 
Correct. 


Correct. Mrs. G. expects 
to meet her fiancé and be 
married in May in Eu- 


Correct. 1 

1 

| 2 
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Her faith brings things about. 


She feels that it is about time 
Arthur changed his mind about 
something. 


She is small. 


still pretty. 


And dark. 

Her hair is beginning to grow 
grey. 

She gets a little flustered easily. 
She is quite tired. 


She has hurt her ankle. 


She seems to walk a little heavily 
on one foot. 


She showed extreme fatigue 
around October. 


She seems to have had an early 
marriage. 


A tragic one. 


She must have been married 
about 20. 


Somebody to whom she was de- 
voted died early. 


rope. Her sister is abroad 
now and will meet her at 
that time according to 
present plans. (S.) 


Mrs. G. believes this to 
be true. (G.) 


Mrs. G. affirms this. (S.) 


Correct. (G.) 
Correct. (G.) 
Correct. (G.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 


Correct. She is a busi- 
ness woman and has 
worked especially hard 
lately. (S.) 


Correct. I marked this 
wrong in my preliminary 
scoring before I referred 
it to Mrs. G. On seeing 
her the following day I 
was amazed to find her 


ankle bound up. (S.) 
Correct. Due to a tempo- 
rary strain. (S.) 


Correct. Mrs. G. had a 
tonsil operation in Sep- 
tember and felt very tired 
and listless during Octo- 


ber. (S.) 
Correct. She married at — 

about 20. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Correct. (S.) 
Not placed. (S.) 
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His name was Harold. Wrong. (S.) 


She is expecting a letter from Correct. Mrs. G.’s two 
Europe. married daughters and 
her sister live in Europe. (S.) 


She must have someone over Correct. (S.) 

there. 

Perhaps it is a niece travelling Partly correct. All Mrs. 

or a sister or sister-in-law. G.’s family live abroad. (S.) 

She was devoted to her father. Correct. (S.) 

Charles Manville or Mandel. Wrong. . & 

Her mother was delightful but Correct. (Unknown to 

closer to her sister. me. ) (S.) 

She doesn’t face realities. Mrs. G. counts this cor- 
rect but as she became a 
successful business wo- | 
man when the necessity 
arose and educated her 
two daughters, I consid- 


er the statement incor- 
rect. (G.) 


She is not very religious except Mrs. G. considers this 
perhaps sentimentally so. peculiarly correct. (S.) 2 
She should look after her health. Prophetic. (not counted.) 


I think she will soon change her Prophetic. (not counted.) 
glasses. 


In this reading there are 40 statements, 3 of which are not counted. 
26 of them are specific and 11 general. The perfect score is 63. The 
medium’s score is 53. The medium’s percent of accuracy is 84.1. 

The fact that I did not know that Mrs. G. was suffering 
from a strained ankle is significant in this reading. I was 
in the habit of seeing Mrs. G. frequently about this time and 
it is possible that I had subconsciously noted the bandaged 
ankle. The strain is due to a chronic weakness rather than 
a special accident and Mrs. G. is in the habit of binding it 
up now and then. It was therefore impossible to be sure that 
I had not at some time seen it bound. However, I know that 
I was not consciously aware of it as I have my x mark 
against my first note made at the medium’s house. 

| (To be concluded in the June issue) 


An Experiment in “Control” by Post-Hypnotic 
Suggestion 


(Reprinted from “Psychic Sctence’’ ) 


BY ERIC CUDDON, M.A., B.C.L. 


The account which follows of an experiment in post-hyp- 
notic suggestion recently conducted with the collaboration 
of the B.C.P.S. may indicate a possible explanation of the 
Trance Control of some mediums. The type of mediumship 
which particularly lends itself to such a solution is that of 
the Public Trance Addresses which are a weekly feature of 
Spiritualist meetings throughout the country. 

It is not intended to impute directly or indirectly to any 
medium any conscious fraud nor is it suggested that, be- 
cause a semblance of spirit control may be obtained by this 
means in a suitable subject, therefore no genuine control by 
a discarnate entity is possible or indeed frequent. 

It is, however, submitted that the experiment shows the 
possibility of a medium being hypnotised and told in that 
state the gist of an address that is to be delivered at a public 
meeting ; the medium will duly become entranced at the ap- 
pointed time and upon regaining consciousness will be whol- 
ly unaware of what has occurred; indeed, the medium will 
not recollect being hypnotised provided the hypnotist took 
the precaution of giving the necessary suggestion during the 
hypnosis. Further, quite apart from any question of hypno- 
sis, it appears probable that in some cases the “Controls” 
of mediums may be merely temporary réles assumed by 
their subconscious minds to give voice to knowledge or ideas 
which are foreign to their normal consciousness; but these 
do not necessarily imply any paranormal activity, nor is the 
acceptance of Spirit Intervention necessary to explain them. 

Although the powers of hypnotised persons vary consid- 


erably a good subject will usually display three striking 
phenomena: 
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1. AMNESIA 


At the termination of hypnosis the Subject is consciously unaware 
of anything that has occurred during the hypnosis unless, whilst in 
trance, the Hypnotist has specifically directed the Subject to recall 
something upon awakening. If, however, the Subject is rehypnotised 
and the subconscious mind questioned, then all that the Subject did 
in the previous hypnosis will be faithfully reported. 

(N.B.—But see below for modification of this Phenomenon so 
far as this particular experiment is concerned. ) 


2. IMPERSONATION 


The Subject readily assumes the rdle of any character suggested, 
so long as it is not repugnant to the subconscious mind, and behaves 
in the way in which he or she believes to be natural to that character. 


3. Post-Hypnotic SUGGESTION 


Subsequent to the termination of the hypnosis the Subject will 
behave in the precise manner and at the precise time suggested in 
hypnosis. Whatever can be successfully suggested to the Subject in 
hypnosis may usually be made to reappear as a post-hypnotic sugges- 
tion. It will, however, be found that the Subject will refuse to carry 
out a suggestion that is contrary to his moral sense. 

The experiment reported below provides an interesting study of 
the operation of the phenomena just described. So far as AMNESIA 
is concerned Miss X is still consciously unaware that she ever left 
the writer’s flat on Dec. 13th; the Hypnosis was not terminated until 
the Subject was again sitting in the same chair in which she had 
earlier been hypnotised. It will be seen that the post-hypnotic sug- 
gestion took effect on Tuesday, Dec. 17th, after an interval of 
roughly ninety hours (10 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13th to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 17th). In this connection it is worthy of note that on Satur- 
day, Dec. 14th, Miss X was under hypnosis at Dr. Nandor Fodor’s 
flat and there carried out several post-hypnotic suggestions—yet these 
do not appear to have affected the successful issue of the experiment. 

A couple of days after Dec. 17th the writer asked Miss X how 
she had enjoyed her tea with Mrs. Hankey. In reply she inquired 
whether she had been given a post-hypnotic suggestion as she had 
felt so very sleepy and had been given Eau de Cologne. 

This question was parried with a suggestion that her sleepiness 
might have been caused by the strong psychic power inevitably per- 
vading the rooms of the B.C.P.S. She was further asked whether 


she did in fact go to sleep but she answered that she really didn’t 
remember. 
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Subsequently she was questioned in hypnosis by the writer as 
to what had occurred, but again she could only remember feeling 
sleepy and being given Eau de Cologne. 

This was surprising (see AMNESIA ante). 

It may perhaps be accounted for by the specific suggestion given 
on Dec. 13th, namely, “I shall have no knowledge of having gone 
into trance at all”; the subconscious mind really remembered, but 
knew it was not supposed to remember and was merely continuing 
to carry out its instructions! 

The experiment, so far as Miss X is concerned, represents an 
advance in three directions: 

1. It was the first time a post-hypnotic suggestion of this nature 
had been given, although “Sitver Mist” had often been invoked 
in the course of previous hypnoses. 

2. The interval between the hypnosis and the carrying out of the 
post-hypnotic suggestion was the longest yet attempted. 

3. No attempt had previously been made by means of suggestion 
or otherwise to remove the Subject during hypnosis from the build- 
ing in which the hypnotic trance had been induced. 

The experiment involved two car journeys between St. John’s 
Wood and Kensington and necessitated taking the Subject into a 
strange building to see an unknown person (Colonel Clarke). 

When reading the report which follows, a careful comparison 
should be made between what was originally suggested, what “Silver 
Mist” said immediately afterwards, and what “He” said finally on 
Dec. 17th. 

It is obvious of course that the speech of Silver Mist on Dec. 
17th is only the merest skeleton of what was originally suggested, 
but the main ideas of bustle, taxis, and the good of the Soul are 
none the less present. The mere fact that the experiment should 
succeed, even in some measures, is surely sufficiently remarkable to 
open up several avenues of speculation. 

The author’s thanks are due to Colonel Clarke for his kindness in 
lending his flat and to Mrs. Hankey for her admirable shorthand 
report and general co-operation. 

* * 


NOTES OF EXPERIMENT 
(A) Friday, 13th December, 1935 
Tue GIVING OF THE SUGGESTION 

Time: 9.40 p.m. to 10.35 p.m. 


Present: Mr. Eric Cuddon, Miss X (Hypnotic Subject), Colonel 
N. P. Clarke, Mr. Talbot, Miss Geraldine Talbot, Mrs. M. W. Hankey. 
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By previous arrangement, Mr. Cuddon and his friends met Mrs. 
Hankey at 15 Queen’s Gate about 9.30. Owing to some misunder- 
standing, the College was closed, and Colonel Clarke kindly offered 
the use of his flat in Queen’s Gate Terrace for the experiment. Mr. 
Cuddon said that Miss X (in his car) was already in a hypnotic 
state and unaware of what was happening. 

On arrival at the South Kensington Hotel, Mr. Cuddon told Miss 
X they had arrived in Victoria, and he led her into the hotel, to the 
lift, and to Colonel Clarke’s flat on the second floor. There he sug- 
gested she could remove her coat and hat.* 


Miss X: “What more? Do you want me to undress completely?” 


Mr. E. C.: “You don’t want to sit in a hot hotel lounge with your 
coat on. Just you sleep. Put your hands in your lap. Just sleep. 
You will hear no sound except my voice.” 


Miss X: “J keep on hearing your voice, nothing else.” 
Mr. E. C.: “Exactly.” 
Miss X: “Nice voice: nice voice, your voice.” 


Mr. E. C.: “Keep quiet. Stop washing your hands. They are 
quite clean. Put your hands flat in your lap, palms downwards. 
Uncross your knees. Sleep... Sleep... Sleep. Sleep... 
Sleep. That’s right.” 


Here Mr. Cuddon told the sitters that as the Research Student 
of the S.P.R. had asked him to take part in some experiments, he had 
told Miss X he would like to do a preliminary test with her. She had 
come to his flat this evening as she thought for that purpose. 

After dinner, in the presence of his father and Mr. and Miss Tal- 
bot, he had put her to sleep, and then told her that they had to go 
to Victoria to catch the 9.40 train to Brighton. Reasons for the 
supposed journey were given. Miss X went down the passage and 
put her things on with his help, Mr. Talbot followed, and they got 
her into the car, and brought her here. 


Colonel Clarke now attempted to rouse Miss X by saying to her, 
“Come on, Miss X we are going home now. Come along. We are 
going home.” The subject showed no response. 


*On reaching Hotel subject told she had arrived at Victoria. To account for 
steps of Hotel subject told mounting subway to platform. When in lift, sub- 
ject thought she was in train without any such suggestion from me and said, 
“Well, thank goodness we’ve caught the train all right.” 

The passage from the lift to sitting-room accounted for by suggestion of 
going to get a cab. Subject sits on sofa upon suggestion it is a cab, and order 
given to drive to Bedford Hotel. Subject gets up to alight from cab and sug- 
gestion is given she is now in Hotel—E. C. 


An Experiment in “Control” [147 


Colonel Clarke said he was unable to test Miss X but as far as he 
could see she was in hypnotic sleep. 


Needle Test. 


A needle was sterilised and Mr. Cuddon suggested to the subject 
that her arm had become absolutely rigid, including the hand. “You 
have absolutely no feeling in this hand or arm whatever. You can 
feel absolutely nothing. It is devoid of any feeling at all.” 

Colonel Clarke pressed the needle into the left wrist, but the sub- 
ject showed no reaction. The only perceptible movement was flick- 
ering of the eyelids, which continually occurred throughout the ex- 
periment. The eyes did not open, and no other muscle moved in 
the face. 

Mr. Cuddon then told the subject she could now move her arm; 
it had become flexible. He added: “You may close your eyes; sleep 


. sleep.” (Query: Had the subject opened her eyes? M. H. 
was making notes and did not see.)* 


Mr. Cuddon asked for a suggestion as to the subject on which 
Miss X should be asked to speak whilst under “control.” 

The advantages and disadvantages of taxi-cabs compared with 
horse-drawn cabs, resulting in hurry and bustle, and the result of 


these was selected as a subject, and Mr. Cuddon gave the following 
suggestion : 


Mr. Cuddon (to the subject) 10 p.m.: 


“You know, Tommyf, it is going to be your great privilege to- 
night to be controlled once more by your great spirit guide, Silver 
Mist, and he is going to-night to give us the benefit of a discussion 
of the most important subject . . . one that is affecting our present 
life to a very considerable extent . . . he is going to talk about the 
evil of taxi-cabs . . . how much better it was in the old days be- 


*As far as I remember the suggestion “Close your eyes” was given in 
attempt to counteract excessive flickering. The eyes of the subject were 
open in response to suggestion when she walked down the passage at my flat 
to put her coat and hat on and remained open until I had her safely in the car 
when she was told to sleep. Her eyes were likewise open from the moment of 
getting out of the car at Queen’s Gate Terrace until the first suggestion of sleep 
given in the sitting-room of Colonel Clarke’s flat. 


I always make her open her eyes as a safety measure even if I only propose 
moving her about a large room. 


It does not affect the hypnosis. The suggestion given is, “You may open 
your eyes but you are not to wake up.” 


+“Tommy” is my nickname for the Subject. 
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cause in those times there was much greater leisure for higher con- 
templation, and after all, higher contemplation is the food of the 
soul, which is so much more important than the body. In the old 
days when there were horse cabs just trundling along and not so 
much traffic, it was not necessary to look at Belisha Beacons, and so 
the drivers and indeed the passengers, could allow their thoughts to 
dwell upon higher things. There was not that constant mental 
strain. The deplorable result of the increased use of taxi-cabs, and 
so many people using them, is that—this is frightfully important !— 
the filling of the taxi-cabs has resulted in the emptying of the 
churches, and indeed we hope and pray that the time may come 
when super taxi-cabs become small churches, and so once more we 
will be able to get that communion of the soul with the higher ele- 
ments. That is what Silver Mist is going to say ... that taxi- 
cabs have been a terrible drain on the churches; that it was much 
better in the old days when there was more leisure for higher con- 
templation, which is so important for the soul, in the days of the old 
horse cabs, when they trundled along, and there wasn’t so much 
traffic. It wasn’t necessary to watch for the pedestrian crossings 
and Belisha Beacons. There was no mental strain and the drivers 
and the passengers could concentrate upon those higher thoughts 
that are so necessary for the salvation of the soul. The results of 
the increased use of the taxi-cabs, the filling of the taxi-cabs has 
resulted in the emptying of the churches, and the time will come, 
we pray, when the taxi-cabs will become small churches, and we 
can all once more devote ourselves to higher things. Now, Silver Mist, 
your great control with the magnificent voice, from the Fifth Sphere, 
he is going to control you for this address to the waiting audience. 
Come, Silver Mist. Come, friend. Silver Mist, come along, friend. 
(Hypnotist placed his hand on subject’s head). 

“Come along, Silver Mist is going to control you and give the 
address I told you. Ladies and gentlemen, Silver Mist will now give 
his address through Miss X. Stand up, and give your address.” 

(Here the medium stood, with one hand on arm of couch.) 


“Silver Mist’s” Discourse. (This lasted for five minutes, the 
same time as Mr. Cuddon’s suggestion, but it was given more slowly.) 

“IT am the Great White Spirit, Silver Mist.” 

E. C.: “Speak up, Silver Mist; we can’t hear you.” 

“Silver Mist . . . the Great White Spirit . . . who has descended 
upon this earth . . . the earth, where there is so much turmoil and 
trouble and deceit . . . and I want to help you. Away! away! with 
this falseness and dishonesty. The world to-day—what is it? what 
is it? Truth? Very little truth, and I have come down to just give 
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a little help to those who are in doubt. The present moment—it 
is nothing but worry and tear, and driving . . . driving. What have 
we now on your earth plane? Flying here; flying there. Taxis... 
taxi-cabs here and taxi-cabs there ... what good emptying the 
souls of those that might ...(?) There are churches for you. 
Do you respond? No! It is nothing but hurry, hurry, and I come 
down just to warn you, you people, (Right hand lifted up) There 


) 
are days to come .. . days to come . . . Beware!” 
- Here Miss X fell back on the couch, and Mr. Cuddon gave her a 
suggestion of “Sleep . . . Sleep.” 
e Pulse (taken by Colonel Clarke) 90. 
“ 
4 The sitters discussed the details of the post-hypnotic sugges- 
‘ tion to be given to the subject, and the following was decided: 
d POST-HYPNOTIC EXPERIMENT. (10.17 p.m.) 
: E. C.: “I want you to listen very carefully. This is very, very 
a important.: Now, are you going to have tea with Mrs. Hankey soon?” 
ts Miss X: Yes; she rang me up the other day, you know. I told 
of you. 
as E. C.: “Well, when are you going to have tea with her?” 
e, Miss X: “Let me see. I mustn’t forget. I couldn’t go one time, 
we you know.” 
st, E. C.: “No. Well, when are you going?” 
ty Miss X: “Let me see ... Tuesday. Tuesday afternoon. I hope 
a to goodness I don’t forget.” 
sais E. C.: “Oh, you won’t forget.” 
the Miss X: “I don’t know. I have got several things on just now.” 
ive E. C.: “You will not forget. It is very, very important. Now 
, listen very carefully.” 
Miss X: “Oh, well, if it is very important, then I must not 
forget.” 
E. C.: “Of course you mustn’t forget.” 
ne Miss X: “If it ts so very important!” 
‘ E.C.: “Listen carefully: repeat this after me.” 
.. » “When I am at tea with Mrs. Hankey next Tuesday— 
ed (Miss X repeated the words and those which follow after Mr. 
and Cuddon. ) 
- “As soon as I have drunk my first cup of tea—I shall be con- 
vha 


trolled by Silver Mist—My Great White Spirit Guide—I shall go 
into trance—And be controlled by him for five minutes—And he 
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will give the same address as he has given to-night—Exactly the 
same address—After he has given the address—I shall awake—I 
shall feel very refreshed—And I shall be unaware—That I have 
gone into trance that afternoon.” 


“Now, then, what is going to happen when you go to tea with 
Mrs. Hankey on Tuesday?” 

“When I have drunk my FIRST cup of tea—and I am going to have 
more than one evidently—my First cup of tea, I shall go into trance 
for five minutes—And my Great White Spirit—Silver Mist—will 
give an address.” 

“Yes; what sort of address? . . . What address will he give?” 

“Exactly the same address as he gave to-night!” 

“What is going to happen after he has given that address?” 

“T will awaken.” 

“How will you feel when you wake up?” 

“Well, I hope refreshed” 

“You will feel refreshed.” 

“After the first cup of tea.” 

“You will feel refreshed.” 

“T hope so.” 

“But you will.” 

will.” 

“That is right; and you will have no knowledge of your having 
gone into trance at all.” 


“You can’t forget that. It must happen. It will happen. Next 
Tuesday ! at the British College of Psychic Science! Fifteen Queen’s 
Gate. That is where you are going.” 


“Oh, I know the address! I know the address!” 


Here Mr. Cuddon repeated the whole instructions twice again, and 
they were repeated word for word by Miss X. 


Suggestion re sugar. 


Colonel Clarke suggested that when Miss X came out of trance 
she should ask for an extra lump of sugar in her next cup of tea. 

E. C.: “There is one other thing; when you have wakened from 
your trance next Tuesday, when you have wakened, you will want 
another cup of tea.” 

Miss X: “Really! How do you know? You know everything!” 


E. C.: “You said you will be refreshed, and you will ask for an- 
other cup of tea, and you will ask for an extra lump of sugar in it 
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because you haven’t been given enough in your first cup. Say, ‘I 
shall ask for an extra lump of sugar in my next cup of tea.’ ” 
Miss X: “Jt will be extra sweet.” 


E. C.: “You will like it; very nice. You hadn’t had enough sugar 
in your previous cup. Remember that, won’t you; it is very im- 
portant—gives you extra red corpuscles in your blood, you know. 
Say, ‘I shall ask for an extra lump of sugar in my cup of tea when 
I wake up on Tuesday.’” 

Miss X: “Yes; I will ask for an extra lump. They will think me 
greedy.” 


Time: 10.35 p.m. 


Mr. Cuddon now told Miss X that they must leave the Hotel 
to catch the train back; he helped her on with her. coat, and took 
her down in the lift, and put her into the car. 


(B) Tuesday, 17th December, 1935 
EXECUTION oF Post-HypNoTic SUGGESTION 
(These notes dictated 18th December from notes made at the time, Dec. 17th.) 
By Mrs. M. W. HANKEY 


On Wednesday, December 11th, I telephoned Miss X and invited 
her to have tea with me at the College. Tuesday, 17th December 
was appointed and I wrote to Mr. Cuddon telling him of the ar- 
rangement. 

Miss X arrived just after 4 o’clock and was shown into my office 
where Mrs. David Gow was sitting with me. After greeting Miss 
X I showed her the record of the psychograph experiment made with 
her on November 25th. She was very interested in this. I stopped 
unrolling the graph at the point where it says, “General conversa- 
tion, Mr. Cuddon and Mrs. Hankey” and told her that the water 
had entered the tubes here and spoiled the graph. I casually showed 
her the straight line made by the water without letting her see the 
writing matter. 

During this time tea had been brought into the office. Mrs. Gow 
sat facing me at my desk, Miss X in the armchair pulled up to the 
corner of the desk between us. Miss X seemed quite at home and 
we had general conversation. I asked her if she liked milk and how 
much sugar, and she replied, “One piece, please.” When she had 
nearly finished her first cup of tea she seemed to lose her vivacious 
manner and become drowsy. She finished the tea, put down the 
cup and rubbed her eyes and said in an abstracted manner, “Oh, I 
do feel so funny, I do feel sleepy,” etc. She seemed to fight against 
it. I asked her if she would have some more tea and I poured out 
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another cup and passed it to her. She put down the cup on a small 
table and said again, “Oh, I do feel funny, I do feel so sleepy.” She 
yawned several times and rubbed her eyes and seemed generally 
drowsy and different from her usual vivacious manner. She was 
most apologetic about feeling sleepy and then said she felt as though 
someone wanted to take possession of her. I laughed and said, 
“Oh, we are used to that sort of thing here,” and suggested she 
should lie back in the chair and rest while Mrs. Gow and I talked. 
Miss X leaned back with closed eyes while Mrs. Gow and I con- 
versed in low tones. Then from Miss X came the following: 


(Time: 4.29.) 


“IT am Silver Mist.” 

Mrs. Hankey: “Good afternoon, Silver Mist. Welcome to you.” 

“. . . Great White Spirit come down to this earth to help where 
there is so much bustle and hurry and turmoil. Not good and I 
want to help.” 

Mrs. Hankey: “That is good of you.” 

“This taxi-ing here and taxi-ing there, taxi-ing one’s brain away, 
right away. It is hopeless. It is for the good of the soul that I 
come here to help. So much wants enlightening. The faith of many 
is small and I want to help, to do my duty.” 


The above words were spoken slowly, quietly and reluctantly and 
took about four minutes to say, Miss X sitting in the chair the whole 
time. Mrs. Gow has an impression that she kept her hand over her 
eyes. 

After saying “my duty” Miss X rubbed her eyes again and used 
practically the same words as she had five minutes earlier, “I feel 
so sleepy, I am so sorry.” I said: “Do you feel faint? Is the room 
too hot?” And she said, “Oh no, not at all.” I was taking some 
eau de Cologne out of my bag and offered it to her. She took a dab 
and we talked about eau de Cologne and colds in the heads, etc., by 
which time Miss X seemed quite normal and alert again. She picked 
up her cup and saucer and stirred it in an absent kind of way and 
said, without tasting the tea, “May I have another piece of sugar, 
please?” I passed the sugar and conversation became general. Soon 
after, Mrs. Gow left us. Miss X stayed for about 40 minutes. At 
no time did she make any reference to having felt tired, nor did she 
mention anything about having been “controlled.” During the con- 
versation she said that on the day when she had broken a previous 
appointment with me she had gone to a Reception (I think she said 
a Reception) and that though the people she was meeting were inter- 
esting and important, all the time she had an uneasy feeling she 
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ought to be somewhere else, doing something else.* I remarked: 

“Oh, yes, one does feel like that when two or three appointments 

clash.” 

_ Miss X’s manner throughout the visit was happy and interested, 
except during the period when she was apparently reluctantly yield- 


ing to the post-hypnotic suggestion made by Mr. Cuddon on Decem- 
ber 13th. 


*Miss X had been given a post-hypnotic suggestion for that occasion on 
November 25th, 1935, but she had had to break the appointment. 


Correspondence 


The Editor, April 1, 1937. 
Journat A. S. P. R., New York, N. Y. 


Dear Sir: 


In the January JourNat I note that it is stated (by Dr. Fodor) 
that I am “retiring from psychical research.” There is no truth 
whatever in this statement. On the contrary, I have just taken new 
offices at 19 Berkeley Street, Mayfair, and our activities are in- 
creasing, not decreasing. It is a fact that my library, records, and 
equipment have been transferred to the University of London, the 
reason being that the lease of our old premises (at Roland Gardens, 
S. W. 7) expired on March 25th. 

I shall be glad if you will kindly insert this letter in an early issue 
of the JouRNAL. 

Yours faithfully, 


Harry PRIce, 
_ Honorary Secretary, 
University of London Council for Psychical Investigation, 
19 Berkeley Street, Piccadilly, London, W. 1. 
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“Parapsychology” 


The sudden vogue for articles on psychic research and kindred 
subjects in popular magazines and newspapers that was brought to 
the attention of the readers of the JouRNAL in our December issue, 
appears to be still in full swing. Dr. Rhine’s work has been largely 
responsible. His methods have apparently brought home to the 
general public facts concerning Telepathy and Clairvoyance, now 
designated by the longer and more confusing name of Extra-sensory 
perception, that have been well known to psychic researchers for the 
past fifty years. Everyone interested in the furtherance of this sub- 
ject will heartily commend Dr. Rhine and his fellow workers. How- 
ever, his experiments are not the only scientific and methodical ones 
ever conducted to discover the truth of these gifts, as some of the 
recent eulogies of Dr. Rhine’s work would lead one to suppose. 

The New York Times, in a recent editorial announcing the birth 
of a new magazine Parapsychology to be published quarterly by 
Duke University as a vehicle for Dr. Rhine’s work, wrote: 

“A rose by any other name may smell as sweet, but when ‘psychic 
research’ becomes ‘parapsychology’ we no longer pinch our nostrils. 
We seem to breathe the bracing air of the laboratory rather than the 
sticky incense of darkened séance rooms in which frauds hold forth.” 

In 1886 a book was published called Phantasms of the Living.* 
To-day it still remains the best, the most scholarly, and the most 
scientific work done with Telepathy and Clairvoyance. We suggest 
to the Editors of the Times that they read it before making any 
more statements about mental phenomena in connection with incensed 
séance rooms. The rest of the Times’ article which is given below 
will at least in part express the sentiments of every serious psychic 
researcher : 

“Yet it would be unfair to the editors of Duke University’s new 
Journal of Parapsychology to charge them with resorting to a verbal 
subterfuge in choosing a name. They make it clear in their first 
number that ‘psychic research’ is an ‘illogical and unsatisfactory des- 
ignation’ of obscure and inexplicable phenomena that deserve the 
earnest consideration of scientific men. Parapsychology—it is a 
German term—is narrower in its scope than psychic research. It is 
limited to the controlled experimental study of strange divinations 
and manifestations of mind rather than of the survival of personal- 
ity after death and of the kind of fortune-telling that passes for 
spiritualism. In a word, the editors of the Journal have wisely de- 
cided to follow the lines of least academic resistance. 

“A more propitious moment for launching the Journal of Para- 


* By Edmund Gurney, F. W. H. Myers, and Frank Podmore. 
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psychology could hardly have been chosen. The physicists have dis- 
covered that ‘objectivity’ has not the validity that they thought it 
had; that their supposed laws of nature are merely statements of 
statistical averages; that the old machine universe created for us 
by Galileo and Newton is not only creaking badly but falling 
apart. Though much nonsense is talked about the reign of free 
will in the cosmos—and this for no better reason than that an elec- 
tron in an atom has to be mathematically treated as if it had volition 
—it is evident enough that what we see about us is partly the crea- 
tion of our own minds. Mind and matter are two separate entities. 
An undeniable relation exists which must be examined. Too long 
have the physicists found it convenient to ignore it. Science is to 
them a closed system. Mind is brushed aside in every physical inves- 
tigation of inanimate matter. Outside the universe stands a purely 
hypothetical observer who needs only one eye and a brain to note 
what is going on. 

“This arbitrary way of looking at the universe makes no allow- 
ance for about two billion people on earth who are swayed by deep 
yearnings, who have unshakable religious beliefs and moral convic- 
tions for which they are willing to sacrifice even their lives, who 
write poetry and paint pictures which are more than mere descrip- 
tions of what the senses perceive and whose ‘mysticism,’ to use a 
vague word, governs their vital decisions. There is a growing reali- 
zation, fostered by Professor Whitehead and his school, that the 
artists and seers understand nature better than does the scientist; 
for in their inadequate way they deal at least with the whole con- 
crete fact—a landscape, a face, a strain of music—and not with life- 
less abstractions. Moreover, Dr. J. B. Rhine’s now classic experi- 
mental and statistical study of telepathy and clairvoyance leaves no 
doubt that there are mental processes which bear no relation to known 
mechanisms and which are independent of space and possibly of time. 
We have here the kind of investigation that the Journal of Para- 
psychology will foster. The physical scientists should not object. 
For the methods to be encouraged are the very ones that have brought 
us so far in dealing with matter and energy. The Journal must 
therefore be welcomed as a very necessary addition to the periodical 
literature of science. It promises to broaden our horizon—to make 
man and his mind more comprehensible.” 
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Fire Walking 


The University of London Council for Psychical Inves- 
tigation has recently carried out another experiment to try 
to solve the mystery of fire walking. Last year they con- 
ducted experiments with Kuda Bux, the Kashmiri. This 
year the experiment was repeated by a Moslem from Cawn- 
pore, called Ahmed Hussain, aged 23. The experiment was 
again carried out in the gardens of a house in Carshalten, 
Surrey. Hussain not only walks over the fire himself but 
claims that he can take amateurs over the fire as well with 
complete immunity from burns. However, the demonstra- 
tion did not carry out this last claim entirely. 


The Times (London) for April 8, 1937 reports the case 
as follows: 


“The pit in which the fire was made at Carshalten was 12 feet 6 
inches long, 5 feet wide, and 15 inches deep. The fire contained the 
burning ashes of about four tons of oak logs with a top layer of 
forest charcoal. The only stipulation made by Hussain was the usual 
one that there should be no impurity such as cow dung in the fire. 
At the time of the experiments the temperature of the first was 575 
degrees Centigrade on the surface and 700 degrees below. 


“Before entering the fire Ahmed Hussain had his feet washed by 
two nurses and examined by Professor Pannett, who was in charge 
of the medical arrangements, and who stated that Hussain had a 
quite normal foot. The temperature of his foot was 74 degrees 
Fahrenheit, which is rather lower than normal. A small piece of 
zine oxide plaster was attached to the sole of one foot. 


“Ahmed Hussain then stood at one end of the pit and muttered 
a prayer holding out his hands in front of him, palms upwards. He 
then covered his face with his hands, and after wiping his face with 
his hands as he lowered them he strode through the fire in three 
calm paces. It took just one and one-half seconds. Professor Pan- 
nett immediately examined Hussain’s feet, and stated that they bore 
not the slightest sign of burning. Their temperature was about 66 
degrees Fahrenheit, or 8 degrees lower than before he walked through 
the fire. The plaster on the foot had remained unchanged. 


“Twenty minutes later, the second experiment was carried out, 
and Ahmed Hussain repeated his fire-walk with three volunteers be- 
hind him. The first volunteer held his belt, while the second volun- 
teer held the hand of the first, and the third the hand of the second. 
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Hussain prayed as before, and stepped through the fire, his volun- 
teers following.. The time taken was again one and one-half sec- 


onds. Hussain’s feet were again completely uninjured, but those 
of the volunteers showed traces of blistering.” 


A second experiment was attempted on April 9, and is 
reported in The Times for April 10. The surface of the fire 
was raised to 740 degrees and the pit lengthened by 20 feet. 

“Hussain declined to take volunteers this time, complain- 
ing that they had not sufficient faith.” Hussain again strode 
through the fire calmly, taking six steps instead of three as 
in the previous experiment. Dr. W. D. Newcomb, who was 
this time in charge of the medical arrangements, found five 
small blisters on the left foot and a sign of blistering on 
the right. 

A young business man, Mr. Reginald Aldcock, according 
to The Times report, did the fire-walk during the April 
7th experiments as a volunteer and repeated the experi- 
ment April 9 at a quicker pace. His feet were not much 
more injured than those of Ahmed Hussain. The two other 
volunteers, Mr. A. J. Bould and Mr. D. C. Russell, did the 
fire walk at something like a running pace and had their 
feet blistered. 

A large gathering of important people including Dr. C. 
E. M. Joad, Mr. F. Yeats-Brown, and Mr. V. J. Woolley, 
Acting Principal of the University of London Council, were 
witnesses. Mr. Harry Price, Hon. Secretary of the Uni- 
versity Council, was in charge of the arrangements for both 
demonstrations. The Times reports that the Council will 
publish its findings in due course. 
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Book Review 


PRELUDE TO CHEMISTRY. By John Read, F.R.S. The Mac- 
millan Company. $5.00. 


In these days when Science is becoming more aware of the spiritual 
and mental aspects of things and gropingly attempting to fit them 
into accepted theories of matter, a book on the history’ of chemistry 
is most illuminating. 

John Read, a professor of chemistry in the United College of St. 
Salvador and St. Leonard in the University of St. Andrews, has 
written a delightful book. Its sub-title, “An Outline of Alchemy, 
Its Literature and Relationships,’ describes the contents for the lay- 
man more graphically than the title “Prelude to Chemistry”. 

The word, Alchemy, conjures up before the mind’s eye a picture 
of an old man stirring a cauldron of oddly assorted materials in an 
effort to turn them into gold. The popular conception of this brew 
is a fine selection of toads’ horns, witches’ hair and mice tails, mixed 
with less precious metals than gold, and watched over with loving 
incantations. It is hardly necessary to state that this conception, how- 
ever dramatic, is a small part of Alchemy. The word, in the accepted 
sense, signifies the transmutation of metals, semi-metals and minerals. 

The author briefly explains the alchemist’s theory and purpose: 

“Alchemy, like modern science, had its theories, although these 
were often vague, ill-defined, and subject to interpretations suiting 
the whims of the interpreter. The chief physical theory of alchemy 
was that of the Four Elements, or ‘simple bodies’. This is usually 
ascribed to Aristotle (c.350 B.C.) to whom it descended through 
Plato (c.400 B.C.) from Empedocles (c.450 B.C.) ; but the funda- 
mental idea is said to have been recognized in both India and Egypt 
as early as 1500 B.C. An almost equal antiquity has been assigned to 
the Chinese conception of the Five Elements. We encounter here, 
indeed, ‘one of those crude physical theories which is enunciated and 
accepted by races the most diverse in character, country, faith, des- 
tiny. There is great oneness in the human mind in the matter of 
broad principles in crude cosmical ideas.’ 

“In adopting Empedocles’ doctrine of the four ‘elements’, Aris- 
totle followed Plato in rejecting their supposed elementary nature 
and in considering that they were interconvertible. Briefly, Aristot- 
le’s theory postulated the existence, as abstract entities, of four fun- 
damental properties or qualities of bodies: these were the hot and 
the moist, with their contraries, the cold and the dry. The four 
material elements—earth, air, fire, and water—were pictured as orig- 
inating by pair-wise conjunctions of the four elementary qualities. 
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. . . Of these two pairs of contraries, fire and water were endowed 
with the greater significance. 

“All bodies were held to be composed of the four elements in 
different proportions. As a corollary, one body could be changed, 
or transmuted, into another by altering the proportions of the ele- 
ments present; further, this supposed transmutation was correlated 
with the idea of a prima materia, or primordial matter, from which 
all things came and to which they all reverted. An ‘eternal principle’ 
was recognized also in ancient India under the name of Brahma, 
and the ‘primal matter’ of the ancient Chinese was known as ?’at-chi. 

“The theory may be illustrated by quoting a simple example of 
a supposed transmutation. Water is wet and cold; when the cold is 
expelled through the application of heat, the water changes into air 
(ie. an invisible vapour), which is wet and hot. Earth, water, and 
air apparently typified the solid, liquid, and gaseous states of matter, 
while fire typified combustibility and possible energy.” 

With our modern knowledge of chemistry this theory seems more 
than crude, yet the transmutation of elements was an idea far from 
absurd. 


The Herald Tribune for Monday April 26, 1937 gave an account 
of recent discoveries : 

“Yale University announced that a method by which the size of the 
nucleus of any atom may be estimated has been developed in its Sloane 
Physics Laboratory, thus solving a chemical mystery that has baffled 
investigators for many years. 

“The discovery was made by Dr. Ernest C. Pollard, of the depart- 
ment of physics, and two graduate students, who hit upon the method 
while successfully converting chlorine into potassium and argon into 
calcium—a milestone in the field of transmutation of elements.” 

In 1500 B.C. the conception of the possibility of the transmutation 
of elements may have been germinating in the mind of an ancient 
Egyptian. 

Professor Read explains that Alchemy, in its wider sense, was the 
chemistry of the Middle Ages. Of its beginnings he writes: 


“From the evidence available, it is impracticable to assign the origin 
of alchemy to a definite place or time. Quite apart from ultimate 
origins, however, there is no doubt that the incipient art was influenced 
during the Alexandrian age (4th century B.C. to 7th century A.D.) 
by the application of Greek philosophy to the technique of the Egyp- 
tian and other ancient cultures. Holmyard deals with this aspect of 
alchemy in the following words: 


“‘Although there are dissentients, it is commonly believed that 
chemistry arose in the early years of the Christian era, as a re- 
sult of the fusion of Egyptian metallurgical and other arts with the 
mystical philosophies of the Neo-Platonists and Gnostics. Unluck- 
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ily, the Neo-Platonists regarded matter as the principle of unreality 
or evil, from which the disciple should attempt to detach himself, 
while the Gnostics cared little for the phenomena of the sensible 
world, being much more anxious to attain to a knowledge of the invis- 
ible cosmos. It is significant for the later history of the science that 
one of the earliest chemical writers, Zosimos the Panopolitan, was a 
Gnostic, while the Neo-Platonic conceptions of sympathetic action, 
action at a distance, the distinction between occult and manifest 
properties, the influence of the stars, and the mystical powers of 
numbers, all permeate chemistry from its beginnings at the time of 
Plotinus until the close of the seventeenth century. It would, in- 
deed, scarcely be going too far to say that some of these ideas are 
with us still; nitrogen is manifestly inert but occultly active, and 
the structure of the atom is ultimately a matter of the relations 
between numbers’.” 

Though the subject of Alchemy is only remotely connected with 
supernormal phenomena, yet the element of mysticism, the belief in 
the power of the mind and its influence on matter, bring the subject 
into the realm of the psychic student. For example the “forms of 
the vessels used in the practical operations were supposed to exert 
a mystical influence upon the character of the product. The form 
of the ‘double pelican’, for example, was mystically connected with 
the process of conjunction.” 

And among certain of the recipes for transmutation, spiritual at- 
tributes were as necessary to the alchemist as the ingredients of his 
brew: “for example, the attempt to transmute ordinary mercury. 
The successful adept must be endowed with a knowledge of the 
material of the Great Work; also with faith, silence, purity of heart. 
and prayerfulness.” 

Beyond the basic principles, the greater part of alchemy was no 
doubt a mixture of superstition, tradition, and fantasy. But the 
study of it gives a picture of the development of groping minds; 
the set-backs and side tracks and inspirations. Prelude to Chemistry 
is a fascinating study of the Middle Ages and a valuable source from 
which to study ancient books and manuscripts. It contains a pro- 
fusion of interesting illustrations, as Alchemy was extremely “pic- 
torial in its expression”. For those interested in symbolism, and 
emblematic engravings, this book is a gold mine. Because of its 
charming style and fascinating matter, this book should interest 
almost everyone. 


